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On the Cover:

The Axis Wheels 350Z that was displayed at
SEMA in Las Vegas in November. Note the
HKS Intercooler in the grille opening! See the
next issue for other 350Z Show Cars.

Upcoming Events

Triad Z Club Meetings
3" Tuesday of Month 7:00 PM
Logan’s Roadhouse (p. 2) or:

meeting info and Logan’s|
February 18"

March 18"
April 15™

Appalachian Moonshine Run

Rally April 12, 2003 Elkin, NC.
Similar to the 2002 Run, we will meet in
Elkin on Saturday morning, have lunch,
and then traverse the foothills of the
Appalachians along with an assortment
of British, American, Italian, Japanese
and other automobiles. Those who went
in 2002 have been waiting anxiously for
another go at the course, so don't miss it!

Z Attack Ill. Middle Tennessee
Z Club, April 25-26. Nashville, TN.

Nissan Plant Tour, Z Show, Dinner, etc.
Jim Leutgens, (615) 479-6271.
pttp://middletennesseezclub.com!/|
Registration form in this issue (PDF on-
line version).

Five-Ten Day. May 10™. This
year “510 Day” is a Saturday! Last year
the Dime owners in NC got together for a
blast through the mountains and a cook-
out. Contact Trevor at (336) 454-6763,
DrT240Z@earthlink.net if you are
interested.

Summit Point 510 East Coast
Gathering. May 16-18". Another

annual event where 510 owners from the
East Coast gather for fun, drinking and
even some Vintage racing! Contact
Trevor at (336) 454-6763,
DrT240Z@earthlink.netlif interested.

Driving School at VIR
Feb. 15-16, 2003
Alton, VA. Full course. See

. trianglezclub.com Jor e-mail Stacy at

frackevents@cox.net|for details.

Caravan to VIR Feb 15. we will
meet at Logan's on Saturday, February
15th. Promptly at 9am, we will caravan
up to VIR to watch some of our members
participate in the driving school. There is
also a chance that we might be able to
get on track during lunch. In the case of
inclement weather, please check the
front page of our website for additional

information. If you have any questions,
please contact David Newell
ogan971@hotmail.com
Driving School at VIR

April 12-13, 2003
Alton, VA. Full course. See

vww.trianglezclub.com jor e-mail Stacy at
rackevents@cox.net|for details.

9" Annual NC Z Car Show

Greensboro May 23-25
Show, Fun Run, Banquet/Charity
Auction
See page 3. Register Early and Save!
Hosted by Triad Z

Carolina Z Jam. August 23™
Hosted by the Carolina Z Club. Charlotte,
NC. Mwww.carolinazclub.com|  TZC

Parts Line (336) 884-4124

E-mail: Earts@hlghgomtnlssan.com|

Triad Z (Greensboro)

ﬂww.TriadZCIub.com|

PO Box 1319
Jamestown, NC 27282
Contact: Blake Frazier

336-854-0391
bfrazier@triad.rr.com|

Officers:
Blake Frazier| President and Treasurer

VP & TZE Editor
David Newell | Secretary & Event Coordinator

This is the time of year that car lover’'s
hate. It's cold, messy and dangerous out
there. Most of us spend our time getting
ready for spring by cleaning up our Z or
performing modifications for the
upcoming track season.

Triad Z is spending its time by getting
ready for our Memorial Day 9" Annual
NC Z Show and Charity Auction event.
Contributions for the charity auction are
coming in quickly, and we are receiving
some very desirable items. Due to
having to reserve the banquet room in
advance, we have discounted the price
of the weekend by $10. Since the
seating is limited, those who attend will
have a chance at some rare items they
otherwise couldn’t purchase.

We are also looking forward to our other
events including fun run, show by the
lake and social evening at the Embassy
Suites. For more information, see pages
3 and 15 (Registration). TZC

Meeting location for the Triad Z Club
Third Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM

1300 Bridford Parkway, Greensboro

www. TriadZClub.com
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Triad Z Show - MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 2003

The 2003 9th Annual Triad Z Club event just got better. It is now an entire weekend !

This is not just a car show; it is an entire weekend of activities, ending with a charity auction banquet for the
Victory Junction Gang Camp. This is the North Carolina organization run by and Kyle and Patty Petty, in
association with Paul Newman'’s Hole in The Wall Gang Camps. These camps give seriously ill kids a chance
to enjoy camp like other children.

There should be a few 350Zs at the dealership to drool over. The weekend will begin on Saturday morning at
High Point Nissan; we will gather there at 9:30 for an informal gathering of people and cars, a tour, other fun
and as the staging point for the start of the poker run to Old Salem. “Rumor has it that there might be a “stage
two” challenging fun run for more adventurous drivers that do not want to stop at Old Salem.” Around 12:30
we are going to roll out of High Point Nissan and will spend the next couple of hours on some fun back roads
heading to Old Salem in Winston. If you choose not to continue on the fun run, you will get to spend a few
hours exploring the Old Salem Village - if you have never been there it is quite a lovely area to explore, with
historic shops and bakeries, etc.

Late in the afternoon, we will be gathering back at our host hotel (The Embassy Suites) at Hwy 68 and 1-40. If
you are staying there, you can enjoy Happy Hour from 6pm to 8 pm, with free drinks included in the price of the
room. Everyone will be on their own Saturday night to explore the many restaurants and nightlife of
Greensboro. This will be a great time to socialize and enjoy a relaxed time with new and old Z friends.

Sunday you will awaken to a “cooked to order” breakfast at the Embassy Suites. Unlike most car shows, you
will have time to enjoy the morning. The Car Show will run from 11:00 to 4:00 at Country Park in Greensboro.
This is a great place for the whole family. There is a very nice lake with boat and canoe rentals, a science
center with a nice zoo, and trails for a gentle hike. It is right next to Guilford Battleground Park. We are
expecting several other clubs (Miata, Mini, etc.) to join us at the park. As in other years, awards will be
presented for each generation of Z-car (and other Datsuns/Nissans). The Fitzy Award will also be presented.

At 7:30pm we will move into the Banquet Room at the Embassy Suites and have a great dinner buffet and a
cash bar. Somewhere around 9:00pm we will start our very first charity auction for Victory Junction Gang
Camp. We are expecting a great turnout and some really cool and special items on the auction block. All of
the proceeds of the auction will go to Victory Junction Camp, so bring your wallets.

The entire cost of the event (all Saturday and Sunday events) for any Z Club member that reqgisters before
March 1% will be ONLY $60.00. This bargain includes the dinner buffet, banquet and charity auction.
Additional guest will be charged $30.00 for the dinner buffet. Registration after March 1% will be $75.00, so

register early. If you do register early and need to cancel you will receive a 50% refund if cancellation is before
May 1*. The other half is for the commitment we have to the Hotel banquet.

Embassy Suites has given us their corporate rate of only $99.00 per night. These are two-room suites with a king size
bed and a queen pull-out sleeper. There are TV's in each of the two rooms, as well as a refrigerator and microwave. It is
possible to share a room with someone and share the cost. We are going to set aside a place on our web page so you
can post a desire for a roommate. The rate of $99.00 includes the room: the two hour Happy Hour sessions from 6 to 8
with beer, wine and mixed drinks. Also there is a “cooked to order” breakfast included in the mornings. The hotel has
blocked off a group of rooms, but reservations will need to be made early. There is also an indoor pool and restaurant.
TZC

There will be updates on www.triadzclub.com in coming weeks and in each issue of the newsletter.
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Z Club News by Region

Carolina Z Club
(Charlotte)

Www.carolinazclub.com|

Ron Harrison
806 Costner Street
Lowell, NC 28098
(704) 824-8162

tharrisonSSS@cs.com |

The Carolina Z Club met at the Lone Star
Steakhouse on Monday night January 6"
at 7:00 pm. Those attending: Ron &
Paula Harrison, Mike & Mike Twitty, JR.,
Shelley Benton, Jim Bralley, David Eudy,
Robert Rizzo, Benny Neely, Lynn Bosley,
John Tumino, Ken Bolick, Mag, Lisa &
Little Mag Cotto.

President Ron Harrison opened the
meeting. Ron thanked Arlene Hassler for
her hard work and dedication handling
the Treasurers’ job. Ron had also talked
to Ed Lawless about the old bank
account and the papers from the old
club. He will get with Ed to straighten
out. We have approximately $275 in that
fund and we have $1100+ in our general
account. Paul Hollander had talked with
Ron about forming an East Coast Z Club,
which would be consisting of putting
together the clubs events so every one
would know of the events and maybe
putting together a yearly event for all
clubs.

Election of officers was done by
proclamation, as Ron Harrison will
continue in the President’s position, Mike
Twitty with be VP. Jim Bralley will be
Events Coordinator, Ken Bolick will be
Secretary and Liaison, and John Tumino
will become Treasurer. The motion was
made by David Eudy and 2™ by Jim
Bralley to accept these nominations. The
vote passed unanimously.

Meeting will start next month with an
outing, meeting at the Lone Star at 7:00
pm then going somewhere from there.

Mike Twitty met with Walker Jordan and
we may change our meeting place to
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Independence Nissan beginning with the
March meeting. More info to follow. The
front construction of Independence
Nissan is not complete as of yet. The
new convertible Z will probably not be
coming out till August. Mike mentioned
some of the upcoming events. Driving
School at VIR 2/15-16/03 with the
Triangle Z Club. Another Driving School
in April, The Auto Fair the 5™ and 6™ of
April, Appalachian Moonshine Run April
12, 2003 and the Triad Z Car Show May
24-25, 2003.

Jim Bralley discussed the upcoming Auto
Fair and asked how many will commit to
being there; we had a show of nine
hands. Jim also talked about our Z Show
coming up in August. Some asked about
changing the date to later in the fall, but
most thing keeping the same dates would
work the best. A final date will be
announced shortly.

As we run out of food to eat, (and Ron
and Paula were filling under the weather)
we adjourned to the parking lot to see
Benny’s new 350Z.

The Up State Z Club has cancelled the
trip they were planning this Saturday the
8th of February to Sumter. They are
planning to reschedule in March. We will
let everyone know as to data as soon as
we hear from them.

Dues are now due for the year. $25 for
member and $30 for family. Please send
these amounts as pertains to you to: Ron
Harrison, 806 Costner St. Lowell, NC
28098 ASAP...Thanks,

Ken Bolick.

Triangle Z Club
(Raleigh-Durham)

www. trianglezclub.com|
Jerry Colburn
79 Hobson Lane
Smithfield NC 27577
(H) 919-938-2252
(W) 919-905-3439
|colburn@nortelnetworks.com|

Officers:

Marty Howard - President

Jerry Colburn - Membership Director
Stacy King - Track Events

Jerry Colburn - Treasurer

Meeting First Thursday of the month:
Chico’s Mexican Restaurant, Cary NC
Preston Walk,

1077 Darrington Drive,

Corner of Cary Parkway and James
Jackson Ave. Cary, NC 27513
919-469-8433

February monthly meeting minutes:

We had excellent turnout and added two
new members: Shannon Jones (‘90
300zX) and Eric Hardcastle (‘03 3502),
welcome aboard!

Marty Howard opened the meeting and
covered the upcoming track event at VIR
and the tech inspection on the 8th. We
have locked in the date for the annual “Z
Gathering at the Lake”, it will be held on
June 21st at Harris Lake County Park.
Stay tuned for more details. We
requested volunteers for tech sessions
and any other projects the members
would like to tackle.

Jerry Colburn provided updates on the
status of the new Z Club hats and shirts.
We are waiting for the logo to be digitized
for the embroidery machine. We hope to
have hats ready for the meeting in March
and some samples of the Z Club golf
shirts. All paid members will receive club
hats and get a discount on the shirts.

The club has also purchased the CD
ROM of the 69 — 78 Z parts micro fiche. It
will be available for member use. We
also have several videos available for
loan. Brian Hobson has volunteered to
copy the video to CD ROM to make it
easier to use. Thanks Brian!!!

Don't forget to check the web site links
for all the upcoming events from our
fellow Z clubs. It will be quite a busy year
from the looks of it.

Jerry Colburn, Membership & Treasurer
Location, location location... and
other TZC Updates

Marty Howard, President

As many already know, a few months

ago TZC changed its long standing
location. We had been at the Upperdeck

www. TriadZClub.com
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Sports Bar for at least 6 years. We have
now moved it to Chico’s Mexican
Restaurant in Cary. This move (along
with a change in time) has worked out
great. We now have a dedicated room,
with a lot less outside noise. The food is
great and we have a lot of fun each night
we are there. Attendance has reflected
this as well. We are up over 100% each
meeting (most times). | guess the old real
estate saying is true.... Location,
location, location. You can find more
information about our meetings at

vww.trianglezclub.com|

Speaking of the website, several
changes have been made recently. The
New classified section is up and running.
The past event photo section is back
online and greatly expanded (no more
server space limits). Look for a past
events video section soon. The site is
updated often and out news and events
sections always have new and current
information. Please come and visit. If you
have any suggestions or issues with the

site, please feel free to email us with the
contact button.

Emerald City Z Club

(Greenville)
Roger C. Schlobin
708 Bremerton Drive
Greenville, NC 27858-6505
252-215-0308

fragon@greenvillenc.com|

Cape Fear Z Club
(Wilmington)
www.capefearzclub.com|
Neal Leeper
5013 Out Island Drive
Wilmington, NC 28409
910-794-1430

heal@leeger.com|
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Blue Ridge Z Club

(Asheville)
Dan Thorpe
26 Harris Road
Fairview, NC 28730
828-628-2813
P60z@D

C_?') Fo7 ey
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— ———
Fine Italian Foods & Products
1012 Morrisville Parkway
Morrisville NC 27560
(Contact: Ugo Vuotto)
(800) 861-5440
www.capriflavors.com

Triad Z member Alan Giles making short work of a pesky Vette during the October VIR SVRA Saturday qualifying race. A nice
inside move in the #99 280Z! See more on the SVRA weekend, starting on page 6.
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VIR: A Great Vintage

Trevor Bladon

“Go to VIR”, they kept telling me over the years, “it's a beautiful
facility and the racing circuit is fantastic”. Well, Keith Bailey took
the initiative and started organizing 510 owners to show up at
VIR the weekend of October 19-20 for the SVRA Season Finale
Grand Prix. 510sRUS from the Triangle area and Lou Cegarra
from New Hampshire committed and | ran out of reasons to not
attend a vintage race weekend, so it looked like a “Go”. When
Lou showed up a few days early at Mr. Bailey’s abode in his
yellow box-flared 510 (after an overnight drive) it was a certainty.
Lou and Keith had a few days to go to some junkyards and play
at other venues. Friday sounded like a party day.

The plan was for Keith and Lou to drive their 510s and meet up with me
at Bob Decker’s shop north of Greensboro and we would caravan to VIR.
When the phone rang Saturday at 7:00 AM and a very rough-sounding
Keith moaned they would be “a little late, so go ahead without us”, | knew
some neurons had been sacrificed the night before. | had never been to
VIR so | had downloaded a map to the track the night before, just in
case. | grabbed the map, hopped in the trusty 4-door L20B 510 and
headed east, then North on Hwy 29. As | started toward Yanceyville the
water temp gauge edged up as the speed increased, so | backed off a
little and the temp dropped. Hmmm, been here before. Suspiciously like
the 850-mile trip back from Canada in 2000 where the new Nissan fan
belt stretched and loosened off; speeds and temps up and volts down.
Probably saved me some grief, as the constabulary around Yanceyville
had set up two welcoming committees, complete with radar. Nice. Red
and | idled through town. Took one wrong “turn” where Hwy 158 did not
quite become Hwy 62 like the map suggested... as | hit the T-
intersection a few miles down the road | thought, “Took a wrong “toin” at
Yanceyville”, a little gravel sprayed into the fields and we boomeranged
back down the road. This time Milton appeared in the windshield and
Racetrack Rd. showed up in short order.

| paid the unreal sum of ten American greenbacks to enter the hallowed
grounds and was directed by some very nice gentlemen to the parking
lot. As I rolled over the bridge | heard the thunder of very serious
engines shaking the car from below — Group 2 “Formula Cars” were
clearly qualifying at this second! As | approached the paddock | could
see some familiar 510s on the skidpad/ parking lot. Bob Brown’s red,
white and blue 2-door and Bradley’s “Tragon” were there, as was Sean
McManus and his 4-door 510. | rolled my lowered Dime next to Tragon

———
(510 on a truck chassis) for a little contrast in ride height! Popped the
hood and looked at the limp fan belt. In short order three of us were
tightening that bad boy up (seems all 510 owners carry tools!). We had
a few minutes to catch up and Nathan showed up with his Datsun truck.
It was time to head to the fence at Turns 4 and 5 and then the back
“straight” to watch some Group 5 sports cars (Elvas, Ginettas, McLaren
M8) and Group 7 (Can-Am) cars hit the track for qualifying. Awesome!
This was going to be FUN!!

The facility is park like in its setting and appearance. The management
of VIR has done a first-class job of bringing the track back to life.
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Looked like the big-bore production sports cars would be next, then two
classes with Datsuns (Zs and 510s). Well, | have to say that the T/A
cars in Group 6 were unforgettable. An intoxicating mix of sounds from
the 5 liter V8s in a mix of Camaros (including the immaculate as ever
1968 Penske/Donohue car), GT350 Mustangs and Vettes. All bellowing
their melodies from open pipes. Music to my old_(ﬁr_s. )

Most of us went down to the paddock before the Datsuns ran, to find
Alan Giles and his 280Z and Bob Middleton and his 4-door 510 racer.
The pits were like a car show! The racers and the “civilian” steeds.
Prancing horses like Ferrari 355 GTB and 360 Modenas (and that 275!)
to Porsche Speedsters, and a host of other delectable streetable
sheetmetal. Where was I? Oh yeah, Alan! Met up at the Number 99
trailer and Alan and his wife were speaking with David and Donna Newell
and their grandson Logan. So at least ONE Z and two Z owners had
showed! The Newells were having a fun day together and Logan was
learning some important life lessons (Datsuns good, Alfas bad!). We let
Alan know we would be watching and he encouraged a lot of screaming
and arm-waving as we stood at the fences. No problem on that count. |
counted three Z race cars, two 510s and a Roadster waiting to run.

Then a visit to the Penske Camaro pit. Turned out they had blown one
new motor Friday (OUCH!) and then had a problem with some studs
pulling out of a head Saturday... helicoils to the rescue. | stood behind
the car as they ran and checked it. It doesn’t get much better than that!
Mental note; start building that Penske Camaro model soon.

www. TriadZClub.com




Anyway, it was wonderful watching Bob Middleton duking it out with
BMW 2002s, Ginettas, Porsche 911s and Charlie England in his 510,
Tom Brown in a 1971 240Z and Mike Unger in a nice red 240Z (#88).
Bob ran near the top of the field in his qualifying session. Then Alan
headed out in his pretty, very nicely prepared, red #99 280Z. Alan
defended Datsun’s honor against some very strong Porsche 911s, a
BMW M1, a strong BMW 2002 and many others. They ran in one class.
The Riley and Scott T/A Mustang was other-worldly as it shaved 10
seconds per lap from the “fast” guys like Alan. That was one fast race
car! Alan had some great dices on the track and his L28 sounded so
sweet as he rocketed past, right on the apexes. By this time Keith and
Lou had shown up too, so we let Alan know the 510 guys were out there!

= il e
o T — -
z . 1 = , = — = _
- ey 5 T T ey . e = E——
el S N e i — —
e e s R T T |
T e TR e

The Formula Caré a-na Can-Am beasts-theﬁ-had their qualifying races
and it seemed, as | watched the McLarens roar down the front straight
that the 1967-73 series deserved its legendary status 30-plus years later.

Keith, Lou and | walked through the pits during the lunch break and took
in the sights. Had some tasty racetrack grub and visited the Gift Shop.
Have | mentioned yet that this is a first-rate facility? Lou was grinning.
He was still talking about the fun run Keith had taken him on Friday
afternoon through the NC mountains. He'll be back to NC soon! We
crossed paths with Bob Brown a few times as we wandered the paddock.
Bob and Alan seemed happy with their morning runs. The drivers for
510 #146 and 240Z #350 were having a good time. Got a chance to see
Lou’s yellow 510 up close and he and Keith have done the modifications
I am planning for my next 510. Lowered, LZ22 engines (Lou with 240Z
SUs like me, Keith with dual Mikunis), DAMB cam, oozing attitude. Make
mental note to spend more time in the garage...

After lunch we scattered in various directions and | spent some more
time near the back straight, looking at the show on the infield between
qualifying races. An Alpine Tiger signed by Shelby, a very pretty orange
1972 Porsche 911, Lotus Esprit, etc. The older vintage English iron that
fans drove was varied.

The Formula Cars had their Qualifying Race, followed by the pre-1968
sports cars (primarily British) and the pre-1960 “Specials” like the Lister-
Chevrolets and Lister-Jags. Sadly, in the latter half of this race an MG or
Triumph (hard to tell through the smoke...no it was an MG Midget...) had
a catastrophic failure under the hood and fuel was pouring into the
engine bay. The fuel cutoff seemed to fail and the car burned to the
ground as the safety crews emptied all their extinguishers, then the fire
truck threw everything it had at the inferno. Finally the roast subsided
and they towed the carcass away. It took a long time to restock the
safety guys so the racing schedule took a hit. At that end of the track
Bob and | were “forced” to watch the Trans-Am and other hairy-chested
cars stage and warm up. Ten bucks for this day? Can't be right! After
they got going, we wandered back to the Turn 4-6 complex to ogle the
racers. The Datsun guys were in the next two classes and this time 510
#146 suffered a mechanical failure near the end of the front straight and
limped over to a safe spot inside Turn 4. Very sad. Bob Middleton had a
great qualfying race and finished in the top 3 or 4. Similarly Alan hit his
stride in his Group and tried to run down the BMW M1. Not quite
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successful at that one but he finished very well.

Back to the pits to see the 510sRUs guys (who were camping at VIR that
night so they could watch the races Sunday), Keith, Lou, Nathan, Bob et
al. Let's see, um, that was at least seven 510 owners in one location.
That is some sort of record for my days in NC. Well done, Keith! And
Dime guys. Y'all come back now, Lou. The sun was getting low in the
sky and it was time for me to say my good-byes and head home. As the
510 rolled past the gate at VIR for a nice run to Greensboro | thought,
“This has to be the most fun you can legally have for ten bucks!”

So, next year, you might hear me preach, “Go to VIR”, followed by, “it's
a beautiful facility and the racing circuit is fantastic”. Oh, the police in
Yanceyville were also kind enough to discreetly wait behind the bushes
as we rumbled by on the way home. “Too many good memories this
day. G’night boys, not this time!” The end of a terrific day as | headed
into the sunset at the helm of the 510. Eased up the revs as Yanceyville
got small in the mirrors! ‘Til next year... TZC

Alan Giles Race Report: “We went 2:12.727 in the qualifying race on
Saturday. It just cleaned some stuff and did not plan to go out for the
Sunday early warm up @ 8:30. That was a good thing. Sunday morning
| was jacking up the driver’s side for a nut and bolt check and found a
broken rear shock. The big nut that holds the insert in the strut tube had
come undone. Along with that the cap that is pressed and crimped into
the top of the insert was ripped out. | could see all of the way into where
the oil and piston is inside of the insert. Not good.

| went up to SASCO and got a new O-ring that looked like it went in a
grove on the cap. Not having ever seen this part | was guessing that the
O-ring that came out of the top went in that groove. The O-ring that was
left was expanded too large to fit after it came apart.

Then Al Taylor's girl friend helped me hammer it back in. Then we
tightened the gland nut down and bled the brakes. That was how we ran
it in the race.

In the race | got a jump on one of the 911s and the 2002 was able to get
inside of me going into #1. | stayed on the outside of him going around
that turn and was on the inside for #3. | held him off until | gave him
some road over at # 5-6. He got in the hole | left open and | had to slow
a bit and the NTB Vette got me going into the up hill esses. Then he
slowed me down and a gap developed between me and the 911 along
with the 2002. | never closed enough to be a factor with them. The
Trans Am car did not lap me though. | finished 2nd in class and 8th
overall. Inthe race | turned a 2:11.77 time. That is the fastest time so
far for that track.

The time has me stoked, but | wish | had not let him by. | think the Vette
would have slowed him and the 911 down enough for me to have a
pretty good gap by Oak Tree. Then the Vette would have still been
tangled up with those two. If | could have been in front of the Vette going
onto the front straight | am not sure he would have gotten to me. | was a
whole bunch faster than him from #1 to #12 (Oak Tree) That would have
had me with a 1st in class and 4th overall. Live and learn | suppose.”
TZC
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The Adventures of Datman

DATMAN Introduces the World of Collectible Datsun
and Z Car Belt Buckles!

Hi! I'm Batman!”

Remember those lines from the popular Batman movies?
Usually said by “The Bat” while holding a ne’re-do-well by the
collar and dangling him over the edge of a tall building’s roof.
This was and remains Batman'’s favorite way to “concentrate the
mind” of badguys sorely in need of reconsidering their lives of
crime. Of course it was the 1960s Batman television series that
began entertaining one and all with the adventures of the
Superheroes. These icons are now vintage 1960s pop culture.

Now for some really interesting vintage 1960s history about our
favorite marque, Datsun, that actually (believe me, | am going to
do this!) ties The Bat in with the challenge of selling Datsun
automobiles. First some history from Datsun’s beginnings in
America.

Nissan Motor Corporation USA, was incorporated in the State of
California on September 28, 1960. That's when everything
started in earnest. Here is a chart depicting the number of
Datsun Dealerships and growth of cars sold during that first
important decade. In 1960 Nissan had a grand total of 18
employees.

YEAR TOTAL DATSUN DEALERS TOTAL CARS SOLD IN USA

1960 47 485
1961 122 1,126
1962 144 2,263
1963 255 4,436
1964 367 9,611
1965 370 17,923
1966 543 29,131
1967 544 45,491
1968 616 56,233
1969 647 86,883
1970 905 151,509

These figures appear in the first chapter of Peterson’s Complete
Book of DATSUN, published 1975 by Peterson Publishing
Company, “THE INSCRUTABLE DREAM,; Nissan Motor
Corporation Has Successfully Built a Big Reputation On Small
Cars.” The article was written by Konrad F. Schreier, Jr.

The above chart, if continued, shows a rapid rise of cars sold.
Specific to the final year of the chart, 1970, however, we know
that of the 172,767 Datsun 240Z’s built during the 1970 to 1973
model years, 21,837 were made in 1970 and 9,937 of these
were sold in the United States.

References in books such as John B. Rae’s 1982 “NISSAN/
DATSUN; A History of Nissan Motor Corporation in the U.S.A,,
1960 — 1980," describe this period in detail. From the start, both
Nissan's regional sales representatives and the people they
found to become the first Datsun dealers were given a lot of
freedom. Imagination and creativity were used to figure out in
seat-of-the-pants fashion what would work.
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Little was generally known about the Japanese automobile
industry’s history at the time these automobiles were introduced
to America. The 60-plus year history already then a part of
America’s indigenous automobile industry was simply lacking.
This makes items of Japanese automobile industry factory and
dealer memorabilia dating from the 1960s all the more valuable.
Such artifacts serve to illuminate the record of what actually
occurred. Ultimately, a part of the story about the early days of
selling Japanese automobiles in America is visible in the factory,
dealer, and aftermarket memorabilia. These items, as we see
with “Datman” also tend to be a part of the reigning popular
culture. Fine examples are becoming highly collectible and a lot
of fun can be had by devotees afflicted by “the thrill of the hunt”
finding especially rare items. Too, these are exciting times for
serious Japanese automobilia collectors as items obtained by
people in the 1960s are now appearing with antique dealers, at

www. TriadZClub.com




estate sales, and of course hat vast virtual collector’s heaven on
earth, eBay.

“Datman,” then, is an eight inch tall hollow coin bank made of a
plastic composite called melamine. He is a particularly colorful
example of Datsun dealer memorabilia, made and hand-painted
in Japan. Clearly a take off on the Batman television series of the
1960s, this little guy wears a mask over his cartoon character
face and has “DAT MAN” in a circular orange shield on his chest.
“ESCONDIDO DATSUN" appears on Datman’s stand indicating
this piece represents authentic dealer memorabilia. My original
copy of the 1965 DATSUN Coast-To-Coast Authorized Dealers
directory shows 76 dealers in California however no Escondido
Datsun is listed. Attempts to further identify Escondido Datsun
have been negative to date. Perhaps this dealership began in
the later 1960s and would long since have become a Nissan
dealership or perhaps a forgotten historical part of some mega
dealer group now in California.

Datsun and Z Car Belt Buckles Find Great Appeal

Very active participation by aftermarket manufacturers in belt
buckles created one of the more plentiful kinds of memorabilia
that identified pride in ownership of Datsuns and the Z cars.
While | am not familiar with the belt buckle history for American,
British, and German marques, for instance, it really seems that
the 1970s and early 1980s were a golden era for putting the
Datsun marque and a Z Car on a belt buckle and wearing it.
Preliminary searches on eBay for similar items from other
Japanese marques, or domestics and foreign marques listed
above, reveal nothing similar. Neither have | been able to find
any belt buckle for “Nissan” or for any Z car after the 280ZX.
Perhaps the mood in pop culture by 1984 argued against putting
a Z-31, or 300ZX Twin Turbo on a belt buckle as it appears no
such buckles exist. It is strange because buckles devoted to
“DATSUN?” or depicting the 2402, 260Z, 2802, and 280ZX were
abundant and present a fine item to add to one’s collection.

So, here we present Datman’s Belt Buckle collection!
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There are now seventeen unique buckles in this growing
collection. Three of the buckles are devoted to the marque name
Datsun, while the others all depict first and second generation Z
cars. The finest buckles in my opinion appear to have been
made by Baron Buckle of Taiwan and include several solid brass
offerings. These buckles are real eye catchers and sparkle
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brightly when polished. Baron Buckle is also the maker of the
most colorful Datsun buckle in the collection. This special piece
uses six enamel colors to depict a rainbow with a blacktop road
running into it. The centerline appears in white and over this is a
large red “DATSUN" inlay.

While these aftermarket buckles from the 1970s and early 1980s
(Baron Buckles in the collection all carry copyright dates ranging
from 1978 to 1982) are fun collectibles, the most important
buckle in the collection is actually a piece of authentic Corporate
Nissan memorabilia and extraordinarily rare. This oversize
rectangular buckle has “280-ZX” embossed on the front. The
reverse states “1978 Nissan Motor Corp. in USA,” and “1979
Datsun Press Preview, Nissan USA.” These buckles were
handed out to members of the automotive press at the 1978
unveiling of Datsun’s new 280ZX and there were 280 buckles in
the set. Each buckle states “Limited Edition” and its number out
of 280 is struck in the metal. The buckle in this collection is
Number 12 of 280. One suspects that the lowest numbers were
given out to the most senior and respected members of the
automobile press present at Datsun’s 280ZX Press Day.

Of course, Datman, has been quite busy collecting other pieces
of early Datsun and Nissan history including some really neat
Nissan and Datsun paperweights, including those with Mr. K.’s
favorite “Kanji”, a Chinese drawing that means “Honesty and
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Truth.” Mr. K has long promoted this as Datsun’s motto. We also
have dealer convention giveaways, and factory ashtrays. Be
sure to watch for future Datman columns.

Dan Banks
ZCCA Historian
1971 240Z
1990 300ZXTT
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# Fully Equipped For All Your Nissan, Infinif, Lexus &
Teyota Needs

# Pedodic Maointenance Services

# Stale Of The A Diagnostic Egquipment

+ Complate Parls Deparment

& Minor & Major Tune-Ups

+ Engine Rebullding o,
# Foctory Tralned Personnel I'— - .'.-

# Fusl Injection Specialist

# Timing Balts

# C.V. Joints Towing

* Axlos

i R @Gvaliable

“Serving The Triad For Throe Generations
In The Aulomofive Indusiry”™

292-6499
107 Edwardia Drve » Greenshoro, NC
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North Carolina Powdercoat

336.869.1148
ncpowdercoat.com

Top quality - Quick Service - Great
prices

Supporting the Z community

Call for a quote, don't
paint... powdercoat!

15% discount to all Z Club members

Too Intense

Restoration
wwu.DatsunRestore.com

W W
NISSTECH

IMPORTS
A

Parts and Service
www.nisstech.com
4209 Nagel Drive
Indian Trail, NC 28079
704-821-0622

www. TriadZClub.com
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EﬂEﬂ%ﬁi POINT
NISSAN.INC.

1810 South Main Street, High Point, NC 27261 (336) 884-4122
PARTS (336) 884-4124  Open until 8:00 PM Tuesdays!
E-mail: parts@highpointnissan.com
25% Discount for Z Club Members! (You must show your Club ID Card)

Doodles

Keith Bailey’s Custom 240Zed as he dreamed at work on a recent cold winter day. The real car is in primer now but is nearing
completion. Keith’'s Zed will ride on 5-lug American Racing Torque-Thrusts, thanks to custom RX7 hubs (and RX7 mega-
i i . TZC

brakes). Hopefully we can talk Keith into documenting construction of his hybrid soon

WARRANTY APPROVED SERVICE

Nissan - InFfiniti
Toyota - Lexus
MAINTERMANDE

—— wurorneyss

431 Battleground Avenue
{EETWATINGY AT SAITH & FATTT SRR ATY
Man-Fri: Fam-Gpm - Sat: Bam-12noeon

274-7872
== Q=%

11



The Z Experience

Triad Z Store

“The Legendary Z” Poster
24"X36" on heavy stock.
Very high quality print of the legendary BRE 240Z,
Newman/Sharp 280ZX and the Stillen 300ZX.
ONLY $15 plus $5 shipping (shipped in a sturdy tube).

Mr. K Biography printed by Ussery Printing Co. 1998. Out of
print. The story of the father of the Z Car, subtitled, “Yutaka
Katayama. A man who realized a dream in America”. Many

12

great photos. We have a small quantity available. $20 plus $5
shipping. With a postcard of “The Legendary Z" poster.

Nissan Motorsports Posters (24X36)
Nismo just cleared these out of stock. Get yours while they are
still available through Triad Z. We have a small number
available and, once they are gone, that’s it! We have a very
small number of some posters, so act fast. ONLY $5.00 each
plus a miniscule $5 shipping charge for any number of posters.
Pay no shipping if you buy a “Legendary Z” print.

A0 G- POl N

FIISTAN

S5Y96-FO03T

P0030: Nissan NPT GTP Champions 1989, 1990, 1991
P0031: IMSA GTS 300ZX

P0032: IMSA GTU Champion '91 240SX

P0035: IMSA GTU Champion 1992

P0036: IMSA GTS Champion 1992 300ZX

P0037: Stillen 300ZX GTS

P0038: IMSA GTS Champion 300ZX

For payment info: DrT240Z@earthlink.net|or Blake Frazier
frazier@triad.rr.com|(336-854-0391).

www. TriadZClub.com
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Visit the Newly Renovated High Point Nissan!

HIGH POINT
NISSAN.InC.

1810 South Main Street, High Point, NC 27261 (336) 884-4122

PARTS (336) 884-4124

Open until 8:00 PM Tuesdays!

E-mail: parts@highpointnissan.com
25% Discount for Z Club Members! (You must show your Club ID Card)

Sport Z Magazine is the best “Z Only” publication we have seen.
They are celebrating their second anniversary with the latest
issue. SportZ is a top quality all-color publication with diverse
articles and very little advertising. Please support their effort to
provide a magazine worthy of the Z-car tradition. It is available
by subscription. They have been doing a great job and they
need our support. You can visit their web site at
lwww.SportZMagazine.com} What are you waiting for??

In the Winter 2002 Issue:

e Scarab: The Original 350Z

e Smokin’ 300ZX SS Comparo

e Pristine English 240Z Resto

* 350Z Aftermarket

e Z32 Suspensions — Married to the Mod

»  More on the 280Z Stroker Project Car

Classifieds

Classifieds will run for two issues unless renewed or cancelled.

Please send ads to Pr1240Z@earthlink.net|
orto: Triad Z Club PO Box 1319, Jamestown, NC 27282

Cars for Sale

1993 300zX Convertible. 5 speed, 142,000 miles in excellent
shape, only 2 owners. $10,500. Can be seen at Brinsfield
Import (336)292-6499 (12/02).

1990 300ZX (Z32) Brand new red paint with black/gray interior,
fully loaded, well maintained, T-tops, 5 speed, 142k miles, only 2
owners. Interior in good shape, Alpine CD player. $6,200.

Brad Barton (336) 282-2107

Bradford E_Barton@consecofinance.com| (02/03)

In the Fall 2002 Issue:

e 1983 280zX with 450HP

e The SportZ 350Z First Drive — BIG story!

¢ Lady and the Tramp, Part Il

e Z31 Intercooler How-To

e 240Z Turbo

e 280Z Project Car Update

¢ Centerfold: 350Z cutaway by Shin Yoshikawa

You can check out the locations below if you would like to

purchase a sample copy before taking the plunge. But trust us,
the $17.95 one-year and $30.95 two-year subscriptions are real
deals. If you'd like to order now call 505-771-2374 or e-mail for

more info at Eirculation@sgortzmagazine.coml C'mon. Do it!

Pssst! Wanna Buy SportZ off the Shelf?

Parker’'s News 339 S. Main St., High Point 884-1009
High Point Nissan - Parts 884-4124
Autotrends The Z Shop 274-7872

1990 300ZX (Z32) Track Car. Normally aspirated, black. One
responsible owner, ~65,000 original miles, garaged, excellent
mechanical and cosmetic condition. Computer chip increased
stock horse power to 252, roll bar, 5point harness for driver,
Sparco competition seat for the driver (also have the stock seat)
Metal plates on the brake, clutch and accelerator pedals (to
enable heel-and-toe). 2 sets of wheels; stock set has Kuhmo
road racing tires (used in 2 track events), aftermarket wheels
have new street tires. Hawk Blue brake pads; some used but
acceptable as spares in an emergency. New front rotors, timing
belt done recently. New battery, Thick car cover, Shop manual.
Asking $7200. Contact Susan Bunch. Susan_Bunch@ncsu.edu

1989 300ZX (Z31) Complete car, good body, no title available.
Good car for racing. (336)2974043(H) or (336)558-3691(M). You
can also e-mail me at|schmauto@hotmail.com] $500 (02/03).
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1984 300ZX (Z31)

50th anniversary edition ZX. 95 % restored, must sell. Runs and
drives excellent. Rebuilt engine (approx. 20,000 miles), rebuilt
trans, new clutch, pressure plate etc. new brakes, tires, and a
new paint job. $3,500. Pictures available by e-mail or call (803)
268-9983 (South Carolina). [ptheslep@aol.com|(12/02)

1983 280ZX 2+2 Very good condition, new interior, excellent
paint, no rust. 107,000 miles (one owner before me). | have had
the car two years. $3500 and a lot of work invested. Make
reasonable offer. In Farmville, NC 252-753-5120. Wife's cell is

252-341-5120. Jimmy |JimSherryl@aol.com| (12/02)

1977 280Z | acquired a 1977 280Z a couple of months ago as a
"hobby car," but my wife says it has to go. Great rebuilt engine,

nearly new tires, and a good paint job. Nothing major wrong, but
a couple of small fixes that | don't have time to do. $3,000 OBO.

Paul Moore, wburstein@mountainmotorsports.net| (02/03)

1976 280Z 2+2
Original mileage of 120,000, automatic, air conditioning
$7800. (910)488-4574 Will consider trade for a HD motorcycle

Jerry Lieromesr@netzero.net| (02/03)

1973 240Z. Owned since 1983 - This California car has always
been garaged & covered. Exterior - Good to Excellent original
Burnt Orange paint with original Black 240Z stripe down both
sides - NO RUST. Interior original black in excellent condition
with dash cracked in usual places. NEW WITHIN LAST 12,000
MILES: - Blinker switch - Map light - Rubber on all bumpers &
bumper guards - Clutch slave cylinder - Koni shocks & coil
springs all around (lowered 1-2") - Ball joints - Oversized front &
rear sway bars (1" front 7/8" rear) - Strut bars - Steering coupler
& rack bushings - neoprene - Pressure plate, Clutch disc,
Release bearing, & Flywheel - Headers - Transmission seals and
bushings - Brake lines - K&N carb filters & breather - Water
pump, Thermostat, & Coolant lines - Radiator & Fan clutch - Plug
wires, Points, Condenser, Cap & Rotor - Complete fuel tank
removal & all new hoses & fittings - Complete tune up including
disassembly of carbs. Recent compression test showed - 150-
160-163-160-150-160 - Michelin tires with mag wheels The car
at this time is running in A-1 form! $ 6,800 OBO[Drew Naylor] at
336-924-5756 PraylorN@aol.com|(02/03)

1972 240Z Fire red, white interior. Restored 3 1/2 years ago
New interior top to bottom, new Michelins & wheels. Rebuilt
engine; 1400 miles on it, new tune up, oil change, new brake
master cylinder, new battery, fuel-pump, wires, plugs, armrest,
headliner, auto-shifter, carpet, bumpers, paint (3 years ago),
gorgeous condition. Call Jack]at 336-339-9837 or 336-370-0048
need to sell, asking $6,700 or willing to negotiate. (02/03)

Cars Wanted

1982-83 280ZX Black (original paint) with gold stripe 82-83
280zX Turbo with tan leather. Must be close to original condition
with no modifications. John Hill at 336-209-8702. (12/02).

240Z | am looking to buy a 240Z, preferably either yellow or
orange. If anyone knows of anything for sale, please contact me.
| am looking for something sharp & ready to drive ... and will pay
accordingly. (252)756-1738. [[JBasto@aol.com] (02/03)
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240Z or early 260Z Looking for a solid car (no or minimal rust),
preferably with a good interior. Drivetrain not important. Trevor
(336) 454-6763 |DrT240Z@earthlink.net] (02/03)

Parts for Sale

Z32 Headers. Gray ceramic-coated headers. 250. They came
off of a 1994 300zx N/A 2-seater coupe. In good condition. | just
wanted more chrome under the hood of my Z so | replaced them

with chrome headers. Contact me at Eennedzk@intrstar.negor

(910)990-4990, ask for Sean. Call anytime. (02/03)

1981 280zX Parts. | am parting out a wrecked 280ZX 2-seater.
No drivetrain parts (they’re mine!). Silver/blue interior, good

hatch, electric mirrors, windows, T-tops, T-top bags, much more.
Call with your needs before they go on eBay! Priced to sell, not
to keep! Trevor (336)454-6763 [DrT240Z@earthlink.net] (02/03).

Mikuni Carbs. 2 Mikuni 44mm carbs, with unknown manifold
may be Cannon) and air horns._$450 for all. Contact Jeff]
at (704) 821-0622. fhissdatsun@aol.com] (02/03)
Weber 45 Carbs. Two 45 Weber carbs. They were on my 510,
and a change in cars means they gotta go. They are practically
new. Make me a reasonable offer. (336) 393-0598.
diggerspeed@aol.com| (02/03)

Dellorto 40 DHLA Dual Carb setup. Two matched dual-throat
side-draft carbs (like Weber 40 DCOE), short manifold, linkage

and new air horns. Were on L20B. | bought them and changed
my plans (Z SUs again) before | could install. Lots of jetting and
setup guides, parts and info sources on the Internet (I can help).

$450. Trevor (336) 454-6763 |Dr1T240Z@earthlink.net](02/03)

Parts Wanted

I need a set of mirror blocks for my 1981 280ZX. (Black trim
that goes between door and bottom of side mirror). If anyone has
a good set or a single passenger mirror block, Please email me
at: leemajor@carolina.rr.com| Sincerely, Ed Lawless (02/03)

| am looking for an original set of radiator stickers. My original
radiator has microcracks that leak. | intend to restore the radiator
but am leery of peeling off the two original labels.
twinturbo90zya@earthlink.net| (02/03)

Blue Z31 Interior. Looking for carpet, vents, center console and
other decent parts that will fit an ‘84 300ZX with blue interior. If
you have any of these items, please contact Blake Frazier at

(336) 854-0391 or pirazier@triad.rr.com| (02/03)

Misc. For Sale

BRE Datsun models. | have a limited number of factory-sealed
Revell BRE 240Z and 510 plastic models from 1996. These are
great reissues of the early 70s kits and they build into beautiful
1:25 scale replicas of the classic Brock/Morton icons. The 240Z
kits are $25 each, the 510s are $30. Shipping is $5 for one or
two kits, not much more for additional ones. For more info,
contact Trevor (336) 454-6763, DrT240Z@earthlink.net (02/03)

www. TriadZClub.com
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9™ Annual NC Z Show
& Victory Junction Charity Auction

Registration Form VICTORY

: rd JUNCTION
Friday, May 23 GANG

Welcoming reception Found iy s v e Pty

In homor of Adan Patty

(FREE, but please check if you are planning to attend)

Saturday, May 24"
Morning gathering at High Point Nissan (FREE). Caravan to Old Salem.
$ Fun run leaving from Old Salem ($10 per car)

Sunday, May 24"

$ 9" Annual NC Z Car Show Plus Dinner/Banquet/Auction ($65 per car)
$ Additional Guest at Dinner/Banquet/Charity Auction ($30 per person)
Discounts

$( ) Are you a dues paying member of any Z club? If so, subtract $5
$(_ ) Are you registering before March 1st? If so, subtract $10

$ Total enclosed

Name: Year, Make & Model:

Address:

City, State & Zip Code:

Phone Number: E-Mail Address:

Please send check and this formto: Z Car Show c/o Triad Z Club, P.O. Box 1319, Jamestown, NC 27282
Make checks payableto: Triad Z Club Thanks and We'll See YOU Therel !l
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